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There is a commpn belief that authors and creators should be
able to benefit fromtheir creations. That's the basis of the
argunents about intellectual property - that property rights
are an expression of personality.

That copyright exists for the benefit of artists, nusicians,
witers or programmers is |aughable. A few record conpani es
control 85 percent of nusic distribution. IBMregisters the
nost patents. The original artist or programer is hung out
to dry - unable to own her own thoughts.

Copyright |aw applies to derivative use of copyright material.
Peopl e cannot devel op new nmaterial based on copyrighted work
wi t hout perm ssion. This restriction stifles innovation in
every sphere, as engineers and artists cannot take what exists
and build on it.

The Digital MIIennium Copyright Act and CAFTA do not speak
for the creators, but for those who accunul ate nassi ve amounts

of copyright. The romantic idea that copyright protects the
author fails when intellectual property rights are transferred.

The US Constitution give Congress the power to grant tenporary
nmonopolies to authors and inventors "in order to pronote
progress in useful arts". Copyright, originally for 14 years,
protected only a fewitens |ike books and charts. It did not
cover translations.

Prof essor Lessig calls it "copy-duty" - the concept that owners
of works have a duty to return their work to the commopnweal t h
in exchange for intellectual property protections. This is not
free riding; it's the basic social contract under which we grant
copyright in the first place.

We don't need stronger intellectual property laws. Instead we
need make sure intellectual property accrues to the commonweal th
much nore rapidly than it does now.

Drugs

Pr ogt’ ection of pharmaceutical patents is a key elenent in the
CAFTA | anguage. Proponents claimit finds the right bal ance
bet ween protecting drug industry investnents and access to
necessary medicines in | ess devel oped countries. What it
really does is prevent poorer countries from producing much
needed nedi ci nes at reasonabl e prices because governnent
purchases and | oans are conditional on their accepting
copyright |aws.

That's not free trade; it is colonization. King George,
nmol asses, tea.

Seeds
Farmers in sone countries, Mexico, Iraq anong them - are not

permitted to store their own seeds, even fromnative crops.
Sonehow keepi ng one's own seed viol ates Monsanto's "rights"
to free trade.

Busi ness mnet hods

Pat ents on busi ness nmethods where there is no technol ogi cal
problem nmerely being the first to come up with "one click"
turn being born later into a barrier to entry.

Free software
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I've been running a snall Internet Service Provider here in
Mai ne for nore than a decade.

I"ve |l earned that ownership of software is obstructive and
count er producti ve. Sof tware should be in the public domain,
freely available to anyone who wants to use it, nodify it, or
custom ze it. Omership interferes with the evol ution and
increnental inprovenent of software products. |'ve built ny
busi ness excl usi vely on open source software.

There are countl ess ways new art builds on old. Wat works
for free software applies to seeds, drugs and busi ness
net hods.

CAFTA is not about free trade. It is about rules to regulate
trade in favor of large corporations no matter the cost to the
peopl e. We're | ooking at a world where our seeds are patented,
where we are forbidden from saving our own seeds - even those
fromnatural stock - where the business nethods we m ght use
to store seeds are patented and forbi dden, where we have no
recourse when Coke-a-Cola or Nestle's punps our ground water.
Where we have to sell our products and services by rules that
favor | arge gl obal corporations.

"As much land as a man tills, plants, inproves, cultivates, and
can use the product of, so nuch is his property. He, by his

| abor does, as it were, enclose it fromthe common." Locke. Nor
can others suffer harmfromthis enclosing of the common. W
are at the point where intellectual property restrictions are
causi ng great harm

Agreenents |ike CAFTA turn we the people into sharecroppers for

the global corporate elite. They will control what we eat; they
will own our thoughts; they will get their percentage on everything
we produce. There is nothing free trade about that.
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